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VERY  boy  and 
girl  has  his  or  her 
good  points.  So 
has  a  horse.  So 
has  a  tree.  The 
good  points  of  a 
BEie^Mi  horse  and  those 
of  a  boy  are  much  the  same. 
The  horse  must  have  vim,  be 
bright,  be  well-proportioned, 
clean-limbed.     The  boy  must 

have  vim,  must  be  bright,  must  have  a  good  set 
of  muscles.    The  good  horse  has  a  pleasing  color 
and  a  glossy  coat  and  must  hold  its  head  high. 
So  with  the  boy;  he  must  be  well-groomed,  must 
stand  erect;   and  moreover,  must  see  things  when  he  looks  at 
them     The  good  horse  must  walk,  gallop,  trot,  or  stand  as  the 
master  directs.     So  the  boy  must  learn  to  walk,  run,  caper  or 
be  still  as  the  case  requires. 

And  the  tree  has  as  many  good  points  although  they  are 
different.  Examine  your  tree  for  points  every 
month  and  see  what  percentage  it  will  have  out 
of  a  possible  one  hundred.  Here  are  some  of 
*the  signs  which  show  whether  the  tree  has  a 
college  diploma,  is  cultivated,  is  familiar  with 
the  higher  branches.  Each  question,  if  ans- 
wered unequivocally,  "Yes,"  gives  your  tree 
81/j7o  toward  the  one  hundred.  These  ques- 
tions are  put  in  the  order  of  their  importance; 
and  are  numbered  to  correspond  with  the 
pictured  "Points." 


is  the  actual  size?) 

2.  Is  the  ground  in  this  opening  well-loosened  to  admit  air 
and  water? 

3.  If  the  tree  is  surrounded  by  grass,  is  the  sod  open  around 
the  trunk? 

4.  Does  the  tree  get  a  good  proportion  of  the  rain  which 
falls  on  the  sidewalk,  or  does  it  run  over  the  curb  into  the 
gutter? 

5.  Is  the  tree  protected  with  a  tree-guard?  Guard  must  be 
six  feet  high  and  not  too  tight.  Tree  must  be  protected  from 
chafing  by  guard. 

6.  Is  the  tree  free  from  Borers?  Borers  can  be  detected  by 
sawdust  coming  out  of  holes  in  the  trunk.  Watch  for  the 
Borers  from  April  to  November. 

7.  Are  the  trunk  and  the  branches  cleared  of  all  cocoons, 
egg-masses,  larvae,  caterpillars,  beetles,  scale? 

8.  (a)  Is  the  head  free  from  all  dead  wood,  has  it  been 
pruned  by  an  expert,  and  how  do  you  know  he  is  an  expert? 


♦Standard  size  is:  4  ft.  sq.  for  a  tree  of  6  in.  (or  less)  diameter;  for  every 
1"  increase  of  such  (6")  diameter,  an  increase  of  1  sq.  ft.  in  area  of  opening. 


Find  out  how  a  tree  should  be  pruned.  Are  all  the  cuts 
painted?  (b)  Does  the  tree  stand  perpendicular  and  is  its 
present  place  intended  to  be  its  permanent  home? 

9.  Have  the  scars  from  horse  bites  or  other  injuries  been 
cleaned  out  and  painted  to  prevent  harboring  insects  and  to 
stop  decay?  If  there  are  large  cavities  these  should  be  filled 
with  cement. 

1  0.  Does  the  tree  remain  green  and  in  full  leaf  to  the  middle 
of  October? 

1  1 .  Have  you  put  as  much  nourishment  into  the  soil  as  the 
tree  needs  for  the  year?  Give  it  a  treat;  dig  in  wood  ashes, 
ground  bone  or  well-rotted  manure. 

12.  Are  any  wires  interfering  with  your  tree  either  by  sway- 
ing or  by  electric  current?  Are  there  any  gas  leaks?  If  so, 
write  to  the  City  Forester's  Office,  Calder  Building,  16  North 
Market  Square. 


Here  are  the  twelve  points  of  a  good  street  tree.  The  total 
percentage  if  below  par  reflects  on  the  man,  not  on  the  tree. 
The  tree  always  does  its  best.  Man  forgets  that  he  has  taken 
it  out  of  the  God-made  forest  where  it  could  and  did  care  for 
itself,  and  has  placed  it  in  a  man-made  city  where  it  is  de- 
pendent on  man's  care  for  thrifty  growth. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  January  12.  1915. 

To  the  Citij  Council.  Hairishttig,  Pa. 

Gentlemex; — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
this  ofifice.  I  beg  to  submit,  herewith,  my  first  annual  re- 
port as  Superintendent  of  Parks  and  Public  Property,  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1914. 

This  report,  of  necessity,  marks  an  epoch  since  it  is  the 
dividing  line  in  our  City's  development  between  the 
work  of  the  Harrisburg  Park  Commission  and  that  of  the 
new  regime  inaugurated  l)y  Commission  form  of  govern- 
ment, for  the  Third  Class  Cities  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
which  automatically  retired  the  former  Commission. 

The  splendid  work  of  those  gentlemen  is  their  best 
monument,  and  it  is  so  familiar  to  all  who  have  watched 
Harrisburg's  progress  since  1902,  that  reference  to  it  is  su- 
perfluous.- 

However,  it  seems  but  proper  that  the  incoming  regime 
should,  in  some  manner,  publicly  recognize  the  services 
of  the  Harrisburg  Park  Commission,  and  should  spread 
upon  the  records  of  the  City  its  appreciation  of  the  success- 
ful conception  and  great  advancement  of  wdiat  is  destined 
to  be  one  of  the  best  of  this  country's  park  systems.  The 
achievements  of  the  past  impose  the  greater  obligations 
upon  the  present,  and  it  is  with  the  earnest  hope  of  prov- 
ing worthy  of  our  trust  that  we  assume  the  duties  re- 
linquished by  the  old  Commission. 

DEPARTMENT. 

This  department  is,  at  present,  divided  into  two  bureaus: 
Parks  and  Public  Property,  and  Fire. 

The  City  Planning  Commission,  while  an  independent 
commission  has,  at  your  suggestion,  been  very  intimatelv 
attached  to  this  department  with  great  resultant  mutual 
benefit. 
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Provision  has  also  been  made,  as  you  know,  for  a  City 
Forester,  who  will  also  be  placed  under  our  jurisdiction. 

All  these  divisions  have  headquarters  in  one  place.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  there  is  now  concentrated  in  this 
ofifice  a  logical  grouping  of  those  intimately  related  activi- 
ties which  cover  the  general  planning  and  development 
of  the  City  and  its  recreational  facilities,  and  the  rather 
unrelated  bureau  of  fire. 

NEW  OFFICES. 

Upon  assuming  office,  it  soon  became  evident  that  new 
quarters  were  absolutely  essential. 

The  old  office  of  the  Commission  consisting  of  a  single 
room,  did  not  provide  more  than  facilities  for  the  clerk, 
while  all  engineering  had  to  be  done  at  the  house  in 
Reservoir  Park,  which  frequently  meant  much  annoyance 
and  loss  of  time.  In  addition,  the  added  scope  of  the  De- 
partment rendered  more  adequate  facilities  absolutely  im- 
perative. 

Accordingly  on  July  6th,  we  moved  our  offices-  from  the 
Union  Trust  Building  to  the  Calder  Building.  All  offices 
are  now  concentrated  in  one  suite,  with  a  consequent  gain 
in  time  and  efficiency.  It  is  now  no  longer  necessary  to 
move  everything  from  the  top  of  the  desk  to  spread  out  a 
plan,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  invite  a  donor  of  land  to  ad- 
journ to  the  hall  for  private  conversation. 

NEW  AUTOMOBILE. 

It  was  long  recognized  that  the  work  of  this  Depart- 
ment required  a  five  passenger  car.  All  too  frequently 
the  old  runabout  proved  inadequate  to  the  transportation 
of  park  visitors,  inspections,  and  the  rapid  movement  of 
employees.  The  old  car  which  was  pretty  well  racked  by 
its  hard  service,  was  "traded  in"  for  a  1914  model  five 
passenger  Reo  early  in  May. 

This  new  car  has  proved  a  great  convenience;  has  hauled 
everything  from  Councilmen  to  a  wheelbarrow,  and  has 
saved  much  time.  ■ 
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GENERAL  MAINTENANCE. 

The  general  maintenance  work  in  all  the  parks  has  been 
essentially  that  of  the  past  years.  There  has  been  the 
usual  round  of  fertilizing,  seeding,  spraying,  grass  cutting, 
trimming  and  planting,  edging,  road  making  and  the  many 
other  routine  duties.  We  feel  that  in  this  work  we  have 
maintained  the  excellent  standard  set  by  former  years. 
So  many  favorable  comments  upon  this  work  have  been 
received  that  we  are  encouraged  to  hope  for  even  better 
results  next  year. 


Pavilion  on  Clierry  Hill — Reservoir  Park. 

Both  our  work  of  maintenance  and  the  new  work  of  the 
Department  were  very  seriously  handicapped  by  the  cir- 
cumstances which  so  interfered  with  our  acquiring  famil- 
iarity with  the  work,  and  which  entirely  prevented  our 
planning  in  the  early  spring,  the  work  of  the  coming  year. 
This  was  all  the  more  serious  because  of  the  small  execu- 
tive force  by  which  all  the  work  of  this  Department  has 
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been  done.  However,  we  feel  thai  much  has  been  accom- 
plished in  the  improvement  of  the  park  s3-stem,  and  in  the 
following  paragraphs  a  very  brief  mention  will  be  made 
of  the  more  important  of  these  improvements. 

RESERVOIR  PARK. 

A  large  pavilion,  30x60  feet  in  size,  of  pleasing  archi- 
tectural design,  has  baen  placed  in  an  admirable  location 
on  Cherry  Hill  where  it  will  provide  much  needed  shelter 
and  afford  some  superb  \'iews  of  the  Gap  and  the  farm- 
lands to  the  southeast. 


The  great  desire  of  the  City's  many  tennis  enthusiasts 
has  been  gratified  by  the  erection  of  a  20x30  foot  Tennis 
Club  House,  just  west  of  the  main  reservoir.  Lockers  and 
showers  for  the  men,  and  lockers  and  a  bowl  for  the  ladies 
have  been  provided. 

Tennis  courts  three  and  four  have  been  very  materially 
lengthened,  resurfaced  and  fitted  with  permanent  back- 
stops built  of  iron  pipe  set  in  concrete. 
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The  depression  between  courts  six  and  seven  has  been 
eliminated ;  several  trees  which  interfered  with  play  have 
been  removed,  and  preparations  begun  for  extending  these 
courts  next  year. 

The  necessary  pipe  has  already  been  purchased  for  pro- 
viding permanent  backstops  for  the  tennis  courts  both  at 
Reservoir  and  Twelfth  Street. 


Tennis  Courts — Reservoir  Paris. 

A  new  system  for  the  use  of  the  tennis  courts  has  re- 
sulted in  less  abuse  and  monopolizing  than  ever  before, 
while  more  games  have  been  played  this  year  than  ever 
before. 

Over  fifty  tons  of  lime  have  been  purchased  for  Reser- 
voir, the .  records  showing  that  no  lime  has  ever  been 
placed  there. 

Through  the  assistance  of  the  Highway  Department, 
the  sewer  connecting  the  administration  building  has  been 
constructed.  This  was  so  often  urged  by  the  old  Park 
Commission,  and  was  of  vital  importance,  the  old  cess- 
pools overflowing  on  each  busy  day,  as  Romper  Day. 
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The  most  important  construction  in  this  park,  however, 
was  the  building  of  the  new  entrance  from  Twenty-first 
and  Market  streets.  The  preliminary  plan  for  this  had 
been  prepared  and  the  necessary  land  had  also  been  ac- 
quired. 

In  order  to  hold  title  to  this  land,  it  was  necessary  that 
the  actual  construction  of  this  road  be  completed  by  next 
year.  A  contract  for  the  construction  of  this  entrance 
was  accordingly  let  in  November,  and  the  heavy  part  of 
the  work  has  already  been  done. 


Milking:  An  Entrance — Reservoir  Park. 


By  the  beginning  of  this  next  summer,  we  should  have 
a  much  better  entrance  to  this  intensively  used  park. 

Fountains  have  been  installed  in  the  Detweiler  Memor- 
ial, three  new  steel  swings  placed  on  the  playground  ter- 
races; stone  placed  on  the  road  turns  and  other  repairs 
made. 

An  improvement  much  appreciated  bv  the  golfers  was 
the  enlargement  of  their  tees  by  200%. 
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The  great  event,  however,  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
golfers  was  the  letting  of  the  contract  for  $2,194,  for  the 
construction  of  a  modern  Golf  Club  House.  This  im- 
provement was  badly  needed  by  the  golfers,  but  we  con- 
sider that  its  possibilit}^  was  quite  an  achievement  for  us, 
inasmuch  as  not  a  dollar  had  been  appropriated  for  the 
purpose,  and  its  construction  was  only  made  possible  by 
our  unexpended  balances. 

TWELFTH  STREET  PARK. 

The  usual  maintenance  has  been  done,  in  addition  to 
which  the  pavilion  and  other  park  furniture  has  been 
painted. 

Plans  were  also  drawn  for  the  installation  of  a  lighting 
system  similar  to  that  installed  at  Reservoir  and  in  the 
River  Front  Parks.  Sufficient  money  was  saved  from  our 
appropriation  to  install  both  this  system  and  a  similar  one 
in  the  River  Front  Parks  between  Paxton  street  and  Iron 
alley.  By  delaying  this  contract,  however,  we  would  be 
enabled  to  have  it  done  by  the  Light  and  Power  Company 
at  cost. 

The  contract  was  hence  held  open  with  the  understand- 
ing that  this  money  would  not  be  allowed  to  revert  to  the 
City  General  Fund.  In  order,  however,  to  be  fully  legal, 
the  Superintendent  of  Finance  and  Accounts  felt  that  it 
would  be  preferable  to  let  this  money  revert  and  then  re- 
appropriate  it.  The  balance  which  we  return  to  the  City 
is  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  above  contracts,  and 
since  we  have  been  assured  that  it  will  be  reappropriated' 
to  this  purpose,  we  feel  warranted  in  considering  it  an^ 
achievement  for  this  year. 

RIVER  FRONT  PARKS. 

Many  notable  changes  have  been  made  here  during  the 
year. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  these  has  been  the  com- 
plete filling  out  of  the  river  bank  south  of  Paxton  street, 
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in  such  a  manner  that  a  fine  park  may  now  be  developed 
here  at  an  early  date. 

Thousands  of  yards  of  fill  from  the  excavations  for  the 
new  subways  have  been  used  in  this  work  at  no  cost  ex- 
cept the  placing  over  the  bank. 


The  Rng-gied  River  Bauk  «>f  Vester->ear — River  Front,  South  of  Pnxtou. 


The  new  subway  at  Mulberry  street  has  revolutionized 
appearances  in  that  region.  While  this  was  constructed 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  it  nevertheless  brought 
many  problems  for  this  Department  to  solve.  The  biggest 
of  these  is  of  the  future — how  to  restore  park  conditions 
and  tree  growth  to  the  area  worked  over.  The  net  result, 
however,  has  been  one  of  great  improvement. 

A  comprehensive  plan  of  treatment  and  lines  have  been 
adopted  for  the  entire  river  length  between  Iron  alley  and 
Maclay  street.  The  section  north  of  Calder  street  was  a 
peculiarly  vexing  one,  both  from  the  legal  point  of  title  and 
from  the  standpoint  of  fill. 
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Three  times  an  effort  was  made  to  purchase  excavation 
from  the  subways  at  a  reasonable  figure,  but  the  long 
haul  made  all  prices  tendered,  prohibitive.  Inasmuch  as 
the  very  jagged  outline  of  the  banks  in  this  section  re- 
quired considerable  fill  to  secure  a  proper  line,  it  was 
finally  decided,  upon  our  landscape  designer's  advice,  to 
build  a  depressed  path  northward  from  Hamilton  street, 
using  the  excavation  to  make  the  necessary  filling.  This 
was  begun  and  prosecuted  to  a  very  considerable  extent, 


The  Foundation  of  the  Park — River  Front,  South  of  Paxton. 

when  we  encountered  difficulties  in  connection  with  title  to 
the  different  frontages.  Considerable  opposition  to  this  de- 
pressed path  also  developed.  It  was  finally  decided  to  aban- 
don the  depressed  path  and  construct  one  at  the  top  level  by 
filling  in  with  ashes  from  the  city,  and  later  covering  these 
with  a  small  quantity  of  good  soil.  A  start  was  made  in  this 
matter,  but  fortunately  after  considerable  maneuvering, 
we  were  enabled  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  the  purchase 
of  enough  fill  to  complete  this  work  at  a  price  of  26f  cents 
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a  yard  over  the  bank.  The  purchase  of  this  fill  under  such 
favorable  circumstances  has  been  considered  by  some  as 
one  of  our  most  successful  acts.  This  means  that  during  the 
coming  year,  the  river  bank  can  be  given  a  finished  and 
harmonious  treatment  from  Iron  alley  to  Maclay  street, 
save  for  the  gap  at  "Hardscrabble." 

In  addition,  more  than  two  thousand  yards  of  fill  were 
purchased  for  20  cents  a  yard  from  the  contractors  for  street 
paving,  and  placed  over  the  bank  near  Emerald  street.  This 


Graded  Out — River  Front,   South  of  Paxton. 

was  done  in  order  to  hold  the  western  curb,  and  while 
scarcely  a  "park"  feature  now,  will,  before  long,  be  the 
nucleus  for  the  extension  of  the  river  bank  treatment  north 
of  Maclay  street. 

Another  great  improvement  was  the  planting  of  canoe 
birch  from  Mulberry  street  to  Boas  street,  along  the  west- 
ern side  of  the  promenade.  In  addition,  a  line  of  very 
large  pin  oaks  was  planted  parallel  to  the  path  and  a  little 
to  the  east  of  it.    This  line  extends  from  Walnut  street  to 
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Liberty  street  and  from  Tuscarora  street  to  Iron  alley. 
As  rapidly  as  the  river  bank  is  put  in  condition,  these  lines 
will  be  extended  until  there  is  a  complete  line  of  canoe 
birch  extending  the  full  length  of  the  City. 

Between  Walnut  and  Market  streets  fine  specimens  of 
oriental  planes  have  been  planted  along  both  sides  of  the 


A.S   It   Looked   In  February — River   Front,   North  of 

Calder. 

inner  walk.  In  the  new  park  south  of  Paxton  street  a 
grove  of  maples,  oaks  and  sycamores  has  been  planted, 
while  a  continuous  line  of  elms  parallels  the  street. 

The  planting  of  these  trees  was  of  two-fold  benefit.  For 
a  long  time  the  Nursery  on  the  Island  had  been  much 
crov.-ded.  and  the  trees  were  becoming  so  old  as  to  render 


14 


PARKS  AND  PUBLIC  PROPERTY 


their  transplanting  dangerous.  The  pin  oaks  in  particular 
were  so  large  as  to  cause  us  doubts  regarding  theii 
growth  next  year. 

All  river  frontage  from  Iron  alley  to  Maclay  street  has 
now  been  acquired,  or  its  acquisition  provided  for,  except 
two  or  three  scattered  pieces  thus  greath'  relieving  this 
situation. 


The  Bad  L,am1.s — River  Front,  North  of  Calder. 


Minor  improvements  have  been  made,  such  as  the  plac- 
ing of  crushed  stone  on  the  path  between  Pine  and  Wal- 
nut streets ;  the  painting  of  all  benches ;  the  fastening  of 
benches  above  Calder  street;  and  betterment  of  drainage 
at  Herr  street  and  repairs  to  abutting  property.  Mention 
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has  also  been  made  of  the  fact  that  the  ornamental  post 
lighting  system  will  be  extended  from  Paxton  street  to 
Iron  alley  from  this  year's  funds. 

ISLAND. 

This  year  it  was  again  necessary  to  recinder  the  run- 
ning track,  due  to  the  spring  flood.  Extensive  repairs 
were  also  necessary  to  the  grandstand  and  to  the  dwelling. 


The  Colonnade  of  Birches  and  Oaks — River  Front. 


This  building  has  now  reached  an  age  where  its  mainten- 
ance will  be  quite  expensive.  Our  proportion  of  the  cost 
of  repairs  to  the  house  amounted  to  about  $275. 

In  past  years  the  Island  bath  house  had  been  erected 
upon  a  flat  and  trouble  was  constantly  experienced.  The 
flat  leaked  badly  and  the  lockers  were  considerably  in- 
jured each  time  they  were  torn  down,  while  the  expense 
of  rebuilding  each  year,  proved  too  large.  This  year  the 
lockers  were  permanently  placed  on  piers  at  the  lower  end 
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of  the  Island.  The  location  of  the  bath  house  on  the  land 
seems  to  have  man}^  advantages,  and  apparently  in  actual 
practice,  no  disadvantage. 

Due  to  the  great  enthusiasm  for  tennis,  the  lower  courts 
were  this  year  rebuilt.  A  new  tool  room  was  also  built  in 
the  upper  floor  of  the  barn.  This,  in  connection  with  a 
new  system  of  checking  supplies  should  largely  stop  the 
constant  drain  for  tools  experienced  in  the  past. 

Only  one  man  was  regularly  employed  in  the  Nursery 
this  year  instead  of  the  two  as  in  the  past.  In  addition, 
much  of  the  long  standing  stock  was  removed  and  planted. 

PARKWAY. 

The  appearance  of  this  part  of  the  system  was  much 
spoiled  by  the  construction  of  the  Spring  Creek  sewer. 
It  was  inevitable  that  much  of  this  should  occur,  and  to 
have  attempted  to  repair  conditions  before  completion  and 
settlement  of  the  work,  would  have  only  resulted  in  double 
work. 

The  old  unsightl}^  barn  at  the  Poor  House  road  was  re- 
moved, the  road  widened,  and  a  turn  and  a  short  extension 
to  connect  with  the  Chambershill  road  constructed. 

The  parkway  through  the  Poor  F"arm  field  was  simply 
a  road  through  a  bare  field.  This  spring  a  complete  line 
of  elm  trees  and  shrubs  was  set  along  the  northern  line, 
resulting  in  great  improvement. 

A  new  well  was  drilled  just  east  of  Nineteenth  street  in 
an  area  which  will  be  developed  into  a  convenient  picnic 
area  next  summer. 

A  contract  has  been  let  for  the  construction  of  a  rein- 
forced concrete  arch  skew  bridge,  to  replace  the  present 
wooden  bridge  near  Cameron  street.  This  will  eliminate 
a  very  bad  curve. 

The  most  important  progress  of  the  year,  however,  was 
that  of  acquiring  title  to  the  land  necessary  to  complete 
the  parkway.  At  this  tinicv.  the  land  necessary  to  connect 
Cameron  Parkway  with  Reservoir  has  all  been  practically 
acquired.    This  means  that  five  separate  parcels  of  land 
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totaling  about  48^  acres  have  been  practically  contracted 
for,  either  by  direct  gift  or  by  purchase  at  very  satisfactory 
figures. 

Progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  matter  of  the  con- 
necting link  between  Front  street  and  the  Cameron  Park- 
way. 

Progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  matter  of  the  north- 
ern parkway  and  we  have  good  reason  to  feel  that  we  can, 
during  the  coming  year,  open  a  road  through  the  entire 
length  of  the  Parkway. 

WILDWOOD. 

While  the  work  here  was  mainly  that  of  maintenance, 
we  have  nevertheless  rebuilt  complete  two  timber  bridges; 
repaired  another;  cut  back  the  road  slopes  at  a  number  of 
points;  and  widened  the  entrance  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
park. 

A  drain  caring  for  the  water  from  the  Linglestown  road 
was  built  jointly  with  the  Township,  boat  landings  were 
rebuilt,  the  road  widened  and  its  drainage  improved,  and 
a  path  opened  in  from  Maclay  street. 

The  paving  of  Maclay  street  also  necessitated  regrad- 
ing  of  the  entrance  to  the  park. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  use  the  old  flat  lying  on  the 
Paxton  Creek  flats,  for  the  McCormick's  Island  ferry,  but 
its  long  neglect  had  rendered  it  too  rotten  for  use  and  it 
was  accordingly  broken  up  for  its  lumber. 

Title  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  tract  was  finally  ac- 
quired. 

McCORMICK'S  ISLAND. 

The  farm  buildings  were  all  given  their  first  coats  of 
paint ;  some  needed  repairs  made  to  the  dwelling ;  and  the 
island  ditches,  long  since  closed,  were  opened  for  much 
needed  drainage. 

A  new  flat  for  the  ferry  was  also  purchased,  and  stones 
from  the  old  post  office  obtained  for  building  a  much 
needed  jetty  to  prevent  the  washing  away  of  the  southern 
end  of  the  island. 
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PLAYGROUNDS. 

The  work  of  this  year  has  shown  even  greater  interest 
and  success  than  in  the  past. 

According-  to  the  report  of  our  Pla3''ground  Supervisor, 
the  same  official  who  was  employed  in  former  years,  we 
had  52,235  more  children  on  the  playgrounds  this  year 
than  were  present  last  year.  ■       ,  ■.  ■ 


The    Pla.v    Field — Uoinper    Day — Reservoir  Park. 

An  innovation,  this  year,  was  the  abolishing  of  the  posi- 
tion of  Female  Supervisor,  and  the  concentration  under 
one  central  authority  of  all  playground  activities.  This 
year  we  employed  the  same  official  who  had  been  Super- 
visor of  boy's  in  the  past.  He  Avas  given  full  authority 
and  was  allowed  to  choose  his  own  assistants  upon  the 
basis  of  merit  alone.  He  stated  that  never  before  did  he 
have  such  able  assistants. 

More  supplies  and  more  dif¥erent  kinds  were  furnished 
the  children  than  in  the  past,  and  every  effort  was  made 
to  have  this  season  the  most  successful  of  all. 
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:  To  better  care  for  different  sections,  two  new  grounds 
Were  opened — one  at  the  Harris  School  building  for  white 
boys  and  girls,  and  one  at  the  Calder  building  for  colored 
girls  and  boys  under  ten.  All  the  former  grounds  were, 
of  course,  maintained. 

Quite  a  little  new  apparatus  was  added  at  the  several 
grounds ;  dust  preventati^■e  was  tried  on  two  of  the  grounds ; 
and  the  constant  complaints  against  the  drainage  of  the 
Fourth  Street  ground  ended  by  such  grading  as  prevented 
the  flooding  of  adjacent  cellars. 


Guardians  «f  tlie  Home — TIic  Cooking   C'luli — Kesservoir  Park. 

In  short,  Ave  feel  that  this  past  season  has  really  been 
the  most  successful,  and  it  was  brought  to  a  fitting  close 
by  Romper  Day  on  September  fourth. 

ROMPER  DAY. 

Each  year  we  grow,  and  Romper  Day  this  year  was 
naturally  larger  than  ever.  More  cars  were  provided  for 
transporting  the  children ;  more  children  were  served  with 
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free  lunch  throug^h  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Samuel  Kunkel; 
more  children  were  engaged  in  the  various  exercises ;  and 
more  pieces  of  sewing,  raffia  and  co^kine  weTe  on  exhibit 
than  ever  before.  The  day  was  brought  to  a  close  by  the 
usual  concert. 

NEW  SYCAMORE  PLAYGROUND. 

This  year  the  land  lying  east  of  Thirteenth  street  and 
south  of  Sycamore  was  purchased  for  $14,042.50  after  much 
investigation  and  several  delays  due  to  title  rights.  The 
new  grounds  comprise  5.617  acres;  adjoin  the  Foose  School 
grounds,  and  lie  in  Avhat  will  ultimately  be  the  center  of 
population  for  that  section  of  the  City.  They  should  serve 
admirably  its  playground  needs. 

STREET  TREES. 

With  the  creation  of  the  office  of  City  Forester  we  hope 
to  systematize  the  tree  planting  of  the  City.  To  lend  en- 
couragement, however,  to  this  movement,  we  have  during 
tlie  past  year  given  54  trees  from  the  Nursery,  where  these 
trees  were  to  be  planted  upon  the  public  highways. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

In  brief,  therefore,  we  have  provided  for  the  system  from 
this  year's  maintenance  appropriation,  either  by  direct  con- 
struction or  the  awarding  of  contracts,  improvements  to 
the  amount  of  $8,600.00,  while  we  have  expended  from  the 
loan  $17,341.20  toward  still  other  improvements.* 

We  have  fallen  short  of  many  of  our  aims  for  this  year, 
but  we  nevertheless  feel  not  a  little  proud  of  this  record, 
and  with  the  increased  knowledge  and  experience  gained 
during  this  year,  we  look  forward  to  the  coming  year  con- 
fident that  still  better  results  will  be  realized. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

M.  Harvey  Taylor, 
Supt.  of  Parks  and  Public  Property. 

*After  deducting  the  amount  necessary  for  the  installation  of  the 
lighting-  system  already  mentioned,  there  still  reverts  to  the  City 
General  Fund,  a  balance  of  $29.'?. 38  from  our  appropriation  for  main- 
tenance. 


Department  of  Parks  and  Public 
Property 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


From  April  6,  1914  to  December  31.  1914. 
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STATEMENT  OF  MAINTENANCE  ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 

1914  APPROPRIATION  FOR  MAINTENANCE. 
•   Por  the  Maintenance  of  Parks,  Parkways  and  Play- 


grounds,   $28,573  00 

Contingent  Expenses,      900  00 

For  the  payment  of  Lighting,      2,350  00 

For  the  payment  of  ofBce  rent,    315  00 

For  the  cost  of  telephones,     198  45 

For  the  payment  of  insurance,    303  05 

For  the  payment  of  a  new  automobile,    850  00 

For  the  maintenance  of  the  automobile,    600  00 

For  the  salary  of  the  Assistant  Superintendent,    1,125  00 

For  the  salary  of  clerk  and  stenographer,    450  00 

For  the  salary  of  Reservoir  Keeper,    540  00 

For  the  salary  of  Island  Keeper,    450  00 


$36,654  50 

In  addition  to  the  above  appropriation  there  were 
credited  to  this  Department,  the  following  receipts 
which  were  reimbursements  for  expenditures  due  to 
work  chargeable  to  individuals,  but  of  a  semi-public 
nature. 

SUNDRY  RECEIPTS.  . 

Receipts  from  High  School  Track  Meet,    181  50 

Charles  A.  Disbrow  (Fertilizer).    3  75 

Expenses  incurred  at  Telegraph  Corn  Roast,    17  88 

V^ernon  School  Playground  Apparatus,    7  11 

^ork  on  Tennis  Court  for  Bruce  Taylor,    3  26 

Technical  High  School— Football  (Thanksgiving  Day)  12  86 

Technical  High  School— Football,    15  39 

Central  High  School— Football ,    15  40 

Central    Pennsylvania    Traction    Co.    (State  Street 

Grass  Plots),       8  58 

Bucknell-Gettysburg  Football  Game  (preparing  field),  4  00 
Atlantic    Refining    Company    (Gasoline    barrels  re- 
turned),   1  50 


$36,925  73 

Expenditures. 

Maintenance. 

PARKS  AND  PARKWAYS. 

Reservoir  Park,   

State  Street  Grass  Plots,   

Twelfth  Street  Park  and  Playground, 

River  Front  Parks,   

Island  Park,   

Island  Park  Nursery,   

Cameron  Parkway,   

Wildwood  Park,   

McCormick's  Island  Park   

Cameron  and  Paxton,   

Streets,     


$12,207  84 
156  86 
1,334  29 
4,175  21 
2,656  65 
355  57 
2,623  76 
1,667  55 
774  03 
27  84 
43  54 


if 
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PLAYGROUNDS. 

Thirteenth  and  Sycamore,    538  74 

Harris,      388  97 

Boas,    324  35 

Penn ,    290  08 

Calder,   —   214  96 

Fourth  Street,      250  82 

Hamilton,    212  85 

Reilv  Hose,    175  61 

Seventh  and  Kelker,    169  91 

Maple  Hill,    388  45 

MINOR  GROUNDS. 

Nineteenth  and  Greenwood,    4  67 

Vernon  School  Building,     7  11 

OFFICE. 

Office  rent,    315  00 

Office  eq-uipment,  supplies  and  expenses,    639  55 

Telephones,    197  38 

Insurance,    296  74 

Engineering,    292  46 

Automobile  maintenance,    598  80 

New  Automobile,    850  OO 

Salary  of  Assistant  Superintendent,    1,125  00 

Salary  of  clerk  and  stenographer,    450  00 

Salary  of  Playground  Supervisor,    500  01 

Salary  of  Assistant  Engineer,    243  75 

Landscape  Designer,  Retainer  Fee.   :   300  00 


$34,798  35 

Balance  reverting  to  the  City  Treasurer,    2,127  38 


$36,925  73 

Expenditures  in  Detail. 
PARKS. 

Reservoir  Park — 

Labor.    Teams.   Materials.  Total. 

Keepers,                                  1,405  38    1,405  38 

Cutting  grass,                          592  31    592  31 

Cleaning  up,                              223  68    223  68 

Seeding  and  sodding,                  32  58                           189  00  221  58 

Shrubbery  and  trees,                 114  78    114  78 

Fertilizing  and  spraying.           61  50                           534  14  595  64 

Garden,                                      193  29                            14  55  207  84 

Tennis,                                       305  46                           269  74  575  20 

Tennis  Club  House  (new),-       25  82                            50  68  76  50 

Golf,   -              794  07                           164  19  958  26 

Golf  Club  House  (new),                                         2,209  00  2,209  00 

Fountains,                                                                   41  81  41  81 

Detweiler  Monument,                   19  17                            45  OO  64  17 

Paths,  roads  and  drains,-     159  54                            38  75  198  29 

Pipe  line,                                    1  91    1  91 

Repairs,  painting  and  tools,      10185                           187  48  289  33 

Teams,                                         49  92                           478  97  528  89 

Romper  Day  and  Concerts,       61  07         5  47            263  37  329  91 

Light  and  heat,  -                                                  1.714  77  1,714  77 

Tables  and  benches,                    11  91           .25                .46  12  62 

Park  furnishings  —        1  51                           135  09  136  60 

New  Pavilion— Cherry  Hill,       30  41                         1,251  88  1,282  29 
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Labor.  Teams.  Materials.  TotaL 

Entrance     at  Twenty-flrst 

and  Market,    6  03      6  03 

Playground  Instructors,  178  98    178  98 

Playground  equipment,   ...  4  52                             51  41  55  93 

Domestic  Science,    128  29                            26  70  154  99 

Sewing  and  raffla,    19  25                              7  81  27  06 

Miscellaneous,   1  34                             2  75  4  09 


,524  57        $5.72        $7,677  55  $12,207  84 


State  Street- 
Cutting  grass,  —   44  49  .87    45  36 

Cleaning  up,    26  72      26  72 

Shrubbery  and  trees,    42  62   42  62 

Fertilizing  and  spraying,  2  75    11  25  14  00 

Seeding  and  sodding,    1  00   •   10  00  11  00 

Repairs,      17  16.   17  16 


$134  74         $.87  $21  25      $156  86 


Twelfth  Street- 
Keepers,                                       216  47    216  47 

Cutting  grass,                          153  70       153  70 

Cleaning  up,                              112  47    .-  112  47 

Seeding,                                             78                               2  96  3  74 

Shrubbery  and  trees,                  18  20      18  20 

Spraying                                      1  75                              2  75  4  50 

Tennis,                                        133  34            58             67  30  201  22 

Fountains,                                                                      2  65  2  65 

Paths  and  drains,                       42  83     42  83 

Repairs  and  tools                        1  34                             15  81  17  15 

Light,                                                                            79  46  79  46 

Park  furnishings.                        12  11                              13  08  25  19 

Wading  pool,                                8  20     8  20 

Skating,                                        3  40            62    4  02 

Playground  Instructors,  ..     301  72    301  72 

Playground  equipment,   —       26  12         2  96             86  90  115  98 

Sewing  and  raflBa,   —       19  05                              7  74  26  79 

Miscellaneous,        


$1,051  48        $4  16  $278  65    $1,334  29 


River  Front  Parks- 
Keepers,                                    $882  02    $882  02 

Cutting  grass,                           135  50        70  19     205  69 

Cleaning  up,                               264  09        39  &4   303  63 

Seeding  and  sodding,                  98  71        15  63  270  20  384  54 

Shrubbery  and  trees,                463  98       90  17   554  15 

Fertilizing,     98  89  98  89 

Kelker  Fountain,                           54           25  4  90  5  69 

Paths  and  drains,                      62  69         3  40  55  OO  121  09 

Pipe  line,                                       34    1  85  2  19 

Tools,                                                            3  37  95  56  98  93 

Benches  and  fences,                   113  92         3  28  76  79  193  99 

Bathing,                                     236  22         7  85  120  32  364  39 

Lighting,       829  88  829  88 

Flower  beds,                               3  17   10  08  13  25 
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Labor.  Teams.   Materials.  Total. 

Park  furnishings,  —  10  21                            96  63  106  84 

River  Front,  "Fill"  5  68         2  69    8  37 

Miscellaneous,    .                          1  67      1  67 


$2,278  74     $236  37        $1,660  10    $4,175  21 


Island  Park— 

Keepers,    $416  17    $416  17 

Cutting  grass,    78  93      114  96    193  89 

Cleaning  up,    138  18         1  71    139  89 

Seeding  and  sodding,    2  63    2  63 

Trees,    2  16    2  16 

Paths  and  roads,    7  61         4  06     11  67 

Pipe  line,     10  47  3  62              7  12  21  21 

Repairs  and  tools,    81  51  2  99           315  78  400  28 

Teams,    -   84  25  84  25 

Tennis,      186  03  24  80             51  63  262  46 

Ball  grounds,  — ^   22  03  12  28              2  52  36  83 

Track,      156  91  28  79            120  43  306  13 

Grandstand    85  87                             50  86  136  73 

Benches  and  fences,    20  56    25  85  46  41 

Bathing,    279  70  1  71             97  88  379  29 

Park  furnishings,    22  20  22  20 

Playground  Instructor,   74  OO    74  00 

Playground  equipment,  '    18  47  26             55  43  74  16 

Harrisburg  Athletic  Club,  .  30  20  12  15              1  50  43  85 

Miscellaneous,    1  44         1  00     2  44 


$1,612  87     $208  33  $835  45    $2,666  65 


Island  Park  Nursery — 

Cutting  grass,                            $2  50        $2  61    $5  11 

Cleaning  up,  —                        11  42    11  42 

Cuttings,                                      29  38    29  38 

Trees  and  shrubbery,                  27  59    27  59 

Seeding  and  planting,                41  89  —    41  89 

Cultivating  and  fertilizing,       43  87        56  75    lOO  62 

Cold  frames  and  hot  beds,       15  29         2  61    17  90 

Hoeing  and  weeding  beds,      118  91    118  91 

Tools,    75  75 

Paths,  -                                       2  00    2  00 


$292  85      $61  97  $  75  $355 


Cameron  Parkway- 
Keeper,    $246  95    $246  95 

Cutting  grass,                            80  28    80  28 

Cleaning  up,                               75  35         1  45    76  80 

Shrubbery  and  trees,                  59  42         6  30    65  72 

Fertilizing,                                   3  33  _                         20  OO  23  33 

Seeding  and  sodding,                   9  53                            5  OO  14  53 

Paths,  roads  and  drains.         131  18        12  25    143  43 

Fences,                                       51  35                            40  88  92  23 

Tools  and  repairs,                       1  65                             3  75  5  40 

Furnishings,                                 4  06                            33  30  37  36 

Toilets,                                         5  00         1  13    6  13 

Wells,      140  60  140  60 
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Labor.    Teams.   Materials.  Total. 

Miscellaneous,    4  00      4  00 

Concrete    Arch  Bridge 

(new),    1,687  00  1.687  00 


$672  10      $21  13        $1,930  53    $2,623  76 


Wildwood  Park— 

Keepers,                                     $570  87      $570  87 

Cutting  grass,                              9  84         2  89    12  73 

Cleaning  up,                               44  83         1  17    46  GO 

Shrubbery  and  trees,                 40  06         1  00    41  06 

Paths,    roads   and   drains,      116  48       118  58            140  77  375  78 

Repairs  and  tools,                       5  20         4  50              4  00  13  70 

Fences,                                        21  32                            22  50  43  82 

Lake,                                           34  82    34  82 

Springs.                                        1  50    1  50 

Water  fowl,                                  9  75                           40  65  50  40 

Bridges,  .....                              56  24            50             75  25  131  99 

Motor  boat  and  row  boats,      161  24                             62  45  223  69 

Xew  boat  landings,  _..              32  08         3  13             40  08  75  29 

Skating,                                      27  84    27  84 

Baseball  grounds,                                      4  58    4  58 

Furnishings,                                                               13  15  13  15 

Miscellaneous,                                               33    33 


$1,132  02    .$136  68  $398  85    $1,667  55 


McCormick's  Island- 
Cleaning  up,                             $  45  64        $4  50    $50  14 

Tools  and  repairs,    79  17            87              5  55  85  59 

Painting  buildings,   75  58  75  58 

Ferry,                                           5  83                           148  24  154  07 

Boating,    3  75         2  91              6  59  13  25 

Camp  Instructors,                     194  40    1&4  40 

Camp  Domestics,                         77  67    77  67 

Camp   equipment   and  sup- 
plies,   8  17        11  18              83  12  102  47 

Camp  transportation,                  7  II         3  25    10  36 

Telegraph  Corn  Roast,                 6  50                              4  00  10  50 


$428  24 

$22  71          $323  08 

$774  03 

Cameron  and 

Paxton — 

Planting  flower 

beds.  .  ... 

$3  00  - 

  $24  84 

$27  84 

Playgrounds. 

Thirteenth     and  Syca- 
more—  '  '  ■ 

Keeper,    $98  26    $98  26 

Cutting  grass,    37  89      37  89 

Repairs  and  tools,    25  05        16  23    41  28 

Baseball  and  football.    30  10  12    30  22 

Playground  Instructors,  ..     201  14    201  14 

Playground  equipment  and 

supplies,    28  10           60             74  52        103  22 

Sewing  and  raffia,    19  05   7  68         26  73 


$439  59      $16  95  $82  20      $538  74 
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Maple  Hill- 


Labor.    Teams.  Materials.  Total. 


Cutting  grass,                            $4  SO     $4  50 

Cleaning  up,                               17  02    17  02 

Tools,     --            15  10  15  10 

Playground  Instructors,          246  89   ... — —  246  89 

Playground  equipment,  -..      19  66            58             57  92  78  16 

Sewing  and  raffla,                       19  05                              7  73  26  78 


$307  12         $  58  $80  75       $388  45 


Penn— 


Reily  Hose — 

Repairs                                                                           $3  58  $3  58 

Fences,                                                                         114  114 

Playground   Instructor,            89  00    89  00 

Playground  equipment  and 

supplies,                                    14  08         1  29             66  62  81  89 


$103  08        $1  29  $71  24       $175  61 


Fourth  Street — 

Cleaning  up,    $5  50    $5  50 

Grading,    3  00                           .  4  50  7  50 

Fences  and  gates,                                                         5  54  5  54 

Playground   Instructor,    ..  94  64    94  64 

Playground  equipment  and 

supplies,    21  53         1  38             88  00  110  91 

Sewing  and  faffla,    19  05                              7  68  26  73 


$143  72        $1  38  $105  72      $250  82 


Cleaning  up,                               $5  67    $5  67 

Playground  Instructors,          159  84    159  84 

Playground  equipment  and 

supplies,   -   14  56            26              73  02  87  84 

Sewing  and  raffla,                       19  05                              7  68  26  73 

Janitor,                                      10  00    10  00 


$209  12         $  26      ■      $80  70      $290  08 


Hamilton —  -  ■ 

Cleaning  up,     $2  83    $2  83 

Repairs,                                                                        1  47  1  47 

Playgrounds  Instructor,  94  64    94  &l 

Playground  equipment  and 

supplies,    10  65            57             55  96  67  18 

Sewing  and  raffla,    19  05                              7  68  26  73 

Janitor,   ....  20  OO      20  00 


$147  17         $  57  $66  11       $212  85 
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Boas- 


Labor.    Teams.   Materials.  Total. 


Cleaning  up,  .-    $3  75      $3  75 

Playground  Instructors,  -  189  28    189  28 

Playground  equipment  and 

supplies,     13  50           26             70  70  84  46 

Sewing  and  raflBa,    19  18                              7  68  26  86 

Janitor,      20  00    20  00 


$245  71         $  26  $78  38      $324  35 


Calder— 

Cleaning  up,    $7  16   _.   $7  16 

Playground  Instructors,  71  OO     71  00 

Playground  equipment  and 

supplies,   -    17  78            87             81  42  lOO  07 

Sewing  and  raffia,     19  05                              7  68  26  73 

Janitor,    10  00      10  00 


$124  99         $  87  $89  10      $214  96 


Harris — 

Cleaning  up,    $3  50        $148      $4  98 

Playground  Instructors,  215  36     215  36 

Playground  equipment  and 

supplies,    32  00  1  41             98  49  131  90 

Sewing  and  raffia,    19  05   7  68  26  73 

Janitor,    10  OO      10  00 


$279  91        $2  89  $106  17      $388  97 


Seventh  and  Kelker— 

Cleaning  up,    $1  93        $1  93 

Playground  Instructor,  ...      71  00      71  00 

Playground  equipment  and 

supplies,    18  46           26             78  26         96  98 


$91  39         $  26  $78  26      $169  91 


Nineteenth    and  Green- 
wood- 
Baseball  diamond,    $4  67    —        $4  67 


Vernon  School  Building- 
Playground  equipment,    $3  52   $3  59         $7  11 


General- 
Pruning  trees,    $18  00         $  25   -   $18  25 

Planting  trees,    14  91        10  38   25  29 


.$32  91       $10  63 


$43  54 
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OFFICE. 


OflBce  rent,    $315  00 

Office  equipment .    214  22 

Office  supplies  and  expenses,   .   405  78 

Engineering  expenses,    292  46 

Tools,    19  55 

Telephones    197  38 

Automobile  maintenance,    598  80 

Insurance,   296  74 

New  automobile  (Reo  Touring  Car),    850  00 


$3,189  93 

SALARIES. 


Assistant   Superintendent.    $1,125  00 

Clerk  and  stenographer,    450  00 

Landscape  Designer,    300  00 

Playground   Supervisor,    50O  01 

Assistant  Engineer,    243  75 


$2,618  76 


SUMMARY. 


Reservoir  Part,   

State  Street,    

Twelfth  Street,   

River  Front  Parks,   

Island  Park,   

Island  Park  Nursery, 

Cameron  Parkway,   

Wildwood  Parks,   

MeCormick's  Island 

Park,   

Cameron  and  Paxton, 

Playgrounds,   

General,   

Office,   

Salaries,   


Labor. 

Teams. 

Materials. 

$4,524  57 

$5  72 

$7,677  55 

134  74 

87 

21  25 

1,051  48 

4  16 

278  65 

2,278  74 

236  37 

1,660  10 

1,612  87 

208  33 

835  45 

292  85 

61  97 

75 

672  10 

21  13 

1,930  53 

1,132  02 

136  68 

398  85 

428  24 

22  71 

323  08 

3  OO 

24  84 

2,099  99 

25  31 

841  22 

32  91 

10  63 

3,189  93 
2,618  76 


$14,263  51     $733  88 
Balance  reverting  to  City  Treasurer, 


$19,800  96 


Total. 
$12,207  84 
156  86 
1,334  29 
4,175  21 
2,656  65 
355  57 
2,623  76 
1,667  55 

774  03 
27  84 
2,966  52 
43  54 
3,189  93 
2,618  76 


$34,798  35 
2,127  38 


$36,925  73 


STATEMENT  OF  IMPROVEMENT  ACCOUNT. 

IMPROVEMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Receipts. 

1913  Improvement  loan  for  parks,  parkways 
and  playgrounds     $100,000"00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Reservoir  Park — 
Tennis  Club  House,    $895  00 

River  Front  Parks- 
River  Front  Fill,    1,440  38 
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Parkway — 

A.  E,  Enders  land,  first  payment  on  $1,850.00  $100  00  ' 

Paxtang   Cemetery  Association   land  first  ' 

payment  on  $2,250.00,    500  00         "  '" 

 —  :   .   ,   600  00 

Sycamore — 

Playground  Site,      .          ^    14,042  50 

Office—  ;       '   '  "  " 

Assistant  Engineers,      "              363  32 


$17,341  20 

Balance  on  liand  January  1st,  1915,  82.C"58  80 


$100,000  00 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  PUBLIC 
PLAYGROUNDS 


Harrisburg,  Penna. 

Sept.  15,  1914.  '  . 

Mr.  M.  Harvey  Taylor,  ' 

Commissioner  of  Parks  and  Public  Property. 

Dear  Sir:  This  is  the  report  of  the  sixth  playground 
season  of  Harrisburg.  It  was  the  fourth  season  I  had  had 
the  supervision  of  the  boy's  playgrounds,  and  the  first  sea- 
son I  had  the  supervision  of  the  girl's  playgrounds.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  me,  and  it  should  be  most,  satisfactory 
to  you  and  the  public,  that  in  these  four  years  there  has 
been  added  to  the  playground  system  of  six  playgrounds 
and  two  bath-houses,  seven  new  playgrounds  and  a  summer 
camp ;  that  the  playground  attendance  has  increased  from 
50,722  to  236,031;  and  that  a  bond  issue  of  $100,000.00  has 
been  voted  by  the  city  for  the  further  development  of  the 
city  parks  and  playgrounds.  But  in  other  cities  the  recrea- 
tional facilities  have  developed  even  faster  than  here,  and 
we  still  have  much  to  do  before  the  needs  of  the  city  are 
met. 

Four  new  features  mark  the  season's  work.  First,  the 
supervision  of  the  playground  work  for  girls  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  one  who  was  supervising  the  work  for  the 
boys  and  the  equipment.  This  enabled  a  closer  co-ordina- 
tion of  the  work  and  the  use  of  the  equipment  and  force 
of  instructors  to  better  advantage.  Second,  a  new  play- 
ground was  opened  at  the  Harris  School,  at  Race  and  Vine 
streets,  and  called  the  Harris  Playground.  Third,  the 
Calder  playground,  at  ?kIarion  and  Calder  streets,  was  re- 
opened for  the  colored  children  of  that  neighborhood,  after 
having  been  closed  two  years  because  of  building  opera- 
tions at  the  Calder  school.  Fourth,  tennis  court  keepers 
were  placed  at  the  courts  in  Reservoir  and  Twelfth  street 
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playgrounds  to  register  the  tennis  players  and  see  that 
they  were  enabled  to  secure  courts  in  the  order  of  their 
arrival.  The  increased  number  of  people  always  waiting 
for  tlie  use  of  these  courts  made  this  arrangement  neces- 
sary. 

All  the  playgrounds  were  open,  and  under  supervision, 
two  hours  in  the  morning,  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  two 
in  the  evening ;  and  in  most  cases  they  were  not  closed 
during  meal  hours,  this  being  made  possible  by  the  in- 
structors arranging  their  meal  hours  so  that  one  or  the 
other  of  them  could  be  on  the  grounds  throughout  the  day. 
On  the  thirteen  playgrounds  there  were  thirteen  women 
and  nine  male  instructors ;  at  the  camp  there  was  an  in- 
structor and  two  assistants  and  several  volunteers ;  at  each 
of  the  bath-houses  there  were  two  life  guards  and,  on  the 
days  for  the  girls,  a  swimming  instructor.  There  was  a 
special  instructor  in  raffia  and  another  in  sewing  who 
visited  regularly  all  the  playgrounds ;  and  there  was  an  in- 
structor in  domestic  science  who  taught  at  the  Reservoir 
Park  cooking  school. 

At  all  the  playgrounds  the  play  spirit  is  steadily  increas- 
ing and  as  a  rule  there  was  something"  interesting  on,  all 
the  time.  One  of  the  playgrounds  for  the  smaller  children 
reported  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-two 
games  for  the  season. 

The  inter-playground  leagues  and  contests  were  a  big 
help  in  holding  the  interest  of  the  older  boys  and  girls. 
Each  of  the  nine  boys'  playgrounds  had  two  teams  in  volley 
ball,  tether  ball,  quoits,  and  track  and  one  team  in  play- 
ground ball  contending  for  city  championships.  In  the 
annual  track  meet  there  were  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
entrants,  sixty-two  more  than  the  previous  year.  There 
were  nine  teams  of  girls  contending  for  the  playground 
honors  in  volley  ball,  center  ball,  long  ball  and  tether  ball. 
The  conspicuous  feature  of  the  inter-playground  games  was 
the  improvement  in  sportsmanship. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  girls  and  sixty-five  boys  enjoyed 
a  week's  outing  at  the  camp,  and  many  of  them  will  per- 
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haps  remember  this  as  the  happiest  Aveek  of  their  lives.  The 
daily  program  called  for  an  abundance  of  swimming,  row- 
ing, archery,  and  playground  and  camp  games,  with  an 
occasional  vaudeville  or  evening  party.  The  cost  of  the 
week's  outing  to  the  children  was  two  dollars  each,  which 
paid  for  the  food  only,  all  other  costs  being  met  from  the 
playground  fund  and  voluntary  contributions  from  a  few 
interested  friends.  Judging  from  the  increased  appetites, 
the  campers  secured  a  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  good 
health.  An  additional  safeguard  provided  for  the  girls  was 
the  having  of  an  adult  sleep  in  each  of  the  tents. 

The  playground  season  closed  September  5th  Avith  the 
gathering  of  the  playground  children  and  their  parents  at 
Reservoir  Park  for  an  all  day  romp — -but  it  was  not  an 
ordinary  "romp,"  for  it  was  a  supervised  affair  and  the 
rights  of  every  body  else  were  respected.  Free  transporta- 
tion was  provided  for  the  children  in  special  cars  granted 
by  the  city  traction  company,  and  a  free  picnic  lunch  was 
provided  for  them  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Kunkel,  who  says  that  this  is  always  the  happiest  day  in 
the  year  for  him.  Thirty-two  hundred  children  were  seated 
at  tables  at  one  time  and  were  given  sandwiches,  bananas, 
pickles,  crackers  and  lemonade. 

Throughout  the  morning"  a  program  of  long  ball,  volley 
ball,  center  ball,  tether  ball,  kite  frying,  and  quoits  was 
conducted  at  every  available  space  in  the  park ;  and  during 
the  afternoon  a  formal  program  of  more  than  two  hours 
was  rendered  by  seven  hundred  and  fifty  boys  and  girls  in 
a  large  area  roped  off  for  this  purpose.  There  were  over 
three  hundred  children  in  most  of  the  numbers.  Except 
for  the  May  pole  dances  there  were  no  special  costumes, 
and  the  children  happily  had  the  feeling  that  the}^  were 
playing  instead  of  "showing  off." 

On  exhibition  during  the  day  in  the  pavilions  were  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  plates  of  food,  over  five  hundred 
pieces  of  raffia  and  reed  work,  and  nearly  as  many  pieces 
of  sewing.  The  amount  and  qualit}^  of  this  work  amazed 
the  crowds  of  people  who  thronged  the  pavilions  inspect- 
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ing  the  work  done  by  the  playground  girls.  Over  six 
thousand  people  enjoyed  Romper  Day,  and  four  thousand 
more  attended  the  evening  band  concert. 

The  following  table  gives  a  complete  record  of  the  at- 
tendance at  the  playgrounds  and  at  the  bath-houses  during 
the  past  five  years. 

TABLE  OF  PLAYGROUND  ATTENDANCE. 

Showing  the  attendance  of  the  boys  and  girls  at  the  play- 
grounds during  the  past  five  seasons : 


Boys'    Playgrounds.  1914  1913         1912         1911  1910 

Poas.    10.211        7,758  8.85.'>  

Harris,    4,964     

Island,    16.035  17,032       17,496        3.652          2, .384 

Kelker,    7,850  10,575        8,875        9,053  5,216 

Maple  Hill,    8,969       10,076        9,319  7,757   

Reily  Hose,    12,133       11,470       12,963  1,335   

Reservoir,    ,  20,641  11.194        5,583        5,478  3,305 

Sycamore,    15,026  11,406        9,138        8,223  6,805 

Twelfth  Street,    10,880  10,371        9,309        4,847  3,483 

Green  and  Maclay,    10.907 


Total,    106,712  89,882       81,538       40,345  32,100 

Yearly  increase,    16,830        8,356      41,193  8,245   

Per  cent,  increase,  _-_  18.7         10.2        102.1  25.7   

Girls'  Playgrounds. 

Boas,    13,781       11,748  9,322   

Calder,    9,875    4,024   

Pourth  Street,    15,750  11,239   

Hamilton,    12,554       10,001        8,110  5,524   

Harris,    8,349   

Maple  Hill,    16,478       15,636        9,731  9,794   

Penn,    23,366       15,870       26,436  9,789   

Reservoir,     8,900  10,115        5,979        3,279  3,397 

Sycamore,    10,578  10,968        7,046        4,520  5,791 

Twelfth  Street,    5,579  5,236        4,493        3,911  2,182 

Twelfth  St.   (color), 4,109        3,101    1,320   

Green  and  Maclay,    7,252 


Total,    129,319       93,914       71,117       42,161  18,622 

Yearly  increase,    35,405      39,510      28,958  23,539   

Per  cent,  increase,  37.7         74.5         68.6  125.3   


Total  boys  and  girls,    236,031     183,796     1&4,890      82,604  50,722 

Yearly  increase,    52,235       18,906      82.396  31,782   

Per  cent,  increase,  —        '28.4         11.4         99.8  62.7   
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TABLE  OF  BATH-HOUSE  ATTENDANCE 

Showing  the  attendance  at  the  bath-houses  of  the  boys 
and  girls  for  past  five  years : 


Boys.  1914  1913  1912  1911  1910 

Island,   5,596  7,180  8,242  6.050  11,127 

Seneca    6,570  4,754  9,100  7,705  9,180 

Total,    12,166  11,934  17,522  13,755  20,307 

Girls. 

Island,    2,761          820          839  1,923  1,347 

Seneca,     2,045          780          875  1,392  1,696 

Total,    4,806  1,600  1,714  3,315  3,043 


Total  boys  and  girls,      16,972      13,534       19,236      17,070  23,350 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  recommendations  for  the 
further  development  of  the  playground  work : 

First,  that  the  two  playgrounds  to  be  bought  out  of  the 
recent  bond  issue  be  large  and  that  they  be  developed 
strictly  from  the  standpoint  of  the  greatest  amount  of  ser- 
vice to  the  community.  They  should  provide,  first,  ample 
playground  area  for  the  children  and  girls ;  second,  an 
area  for  the  boys  and  men  large  enough  for  base  ball,  foot 
ball,  a  six  lap  running  track,  and  three  tennis  courts,  and 
the  ball  field  should  be  so  far  away  from  the  children's 
playground  that  they  will  never  be  in  danger  of  being  hit 
with  hard  balls ;  and  third,  there  should  be  an  area  for  the 
older  folks  who  want  a  quiet  spot  for  rest.  This  should  be 
out  of  the  danger  zone  of  base  balls  and  sufficiently  sepa- 
rated from  the  girls  playground  that  the  older  girls  may 
not  be  embarrassed  by  the  presence  of  men. 

Second,  that  a  careful  study  be  made  of  the  new  con- 
ditions and  that  there  be  provided,  in  accordance  with  the 
results  of  the  study,  better  bathing  facilities.  The  com- 
pletion of  the  river  dam  should  make  possible  and  practic- 
able excellent  bathing  on  the  near  side  of  the  Susquehanna 
river.  The  construction  of  a  strip  of  beach  and  the  build- 
ing of  adequate  bath-houses  would  attract  hundreds  of 
bathers  daily — possibly  thousands  of  them  on  the  hottest 
davs. 
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Third,  that  the  Penn  playground  be  re-surfaced.  Clean- 
liness is  one  of  the  lessons  which  a  playground  should 
teach,  but  the  influence  of  this  playground  is  all  to  the 
contrary.  A  child,  after  being  there  half  an  hour,  is  neces- 
sarily "as  dirty  as  a  pig."  The  present  surface  is  of  loose 
cinders  and  cinder  dust,  and  one  can  not  even  touch  a 
volley  ball  or  playground  ball  without  soiling  his  hands  at 
once.  Anything  less  than  a  surface  which  can  be  washed 
will  liardly  be  satisfactory  because  of  the  steady  downpour 
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of  soot  from  the  nearby  railroad  yards.  The  school  board 
should  share  this  expense. 

Fourth,  that  a  new  playground  be  added  next  year  at 
another  one  of  the  schools.  The  new  playgrounds  have 
each  been  successful  with  a  modest  amount  of  equipment 
and  a  small  operating  expense. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  K.  Staples, 
Supervisor  of  Playgrounds. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

CITY  PLANNING  COMMISSION 

HARRISBURG,  PA. 

FOR  ITS  FIRST  YEAR,    -  1914 

To  the  City  Council,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Gentlemen  :  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
office,  we  respectfully  submit  herewith,  the  first  report  of 
Harrisburg's  first  City  Planning  Commission,  newly  created 
April  15,  1914,  under  the  provisions  of  the  State  Act  of 
July  16,  1913. 

In  bespeaking  for  this  report,  your  most  earnest  and 
thoughful  consideration  we  do  so  not  because  of  any  ex- 
cellence of  our  report,  but  because  we  ourselves,  feel  so 
deeply  the  great  importance  of  the  work  with  which  you 
have  charged  us,  and  because  we  feel  that  without  your 
most  material  assistance,  it  will  be  impossible  to  advance 
the  work  as  it  should  be  advanced. 

It  is  certain  that  city  planning  in  some  form  was  practiced 
far  back  in  history,  and  unquestionably  received  much  at- 
tention in  the  medieval  days  in  Europe.  Of  course,  in 
frontier  America  there  was  little  time  or  necessity  for  such 
work,  but  even  here  as  our  country  grew,  there  was  con- 
siderable thought  given  to  the  subject  and  several  well 
conceived  plans  were  drawn  up  for  a  number  of  cities, 
Washington,  the  national  capital,  being  a  notable  example. 

But  with  the  great  growth  following  upon  our  industrial 
development  when  the  use  of  steam  was  introduced,  and 
especially  with  that  ushered  in  by  the  remarkable  inven- 
tions following,  the  introduction  of  electrical  power,  there 
resulted  a  totally  unthought  of  concentration  of  population 
and  wealth  in  our  cities.  This  growth  has  been  so  sudden 
and  without  parallel  that  it  has  changed  our  entire  social 
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Structure  and  has  confronted  us  with  many  new  problems. 
These  we  have  endeavored  to  take  up  in  the  order  of  their 
apparent  importance,  with  the  result  that  we  have  some 
times  treated  the  disease  without  understanding  the  cause. 

It  has  long  been  apparent  that  especially  here  in  America, 
our  work  in  city  planning  has  not  kept  pace  with  our  needs. 
Now  with  our  increasing  concentration  we  are  beginning 
to  awake,  as  a  nation,  to  the  great  necessity  for  system- 
atic city  planning.  It  is  no  longer  sufficient  that,  our  cities 
"just  grow" — they  must  be  planned. 

And  so  despite  the  former  work,  this  is  the  first  time  that 
there  has  been  a  concerted,  country-wide  movement  toward 
the  intelligent  and  systematic  planning  of  their  cities  by 
local  governing  boards  in  the  United  States,  and  as  such 
it  marks  a  new  era.  Already  fifty-four  cities  in  this  country 
have,  or  are  authorized,  to  have  commissions  to  study  their 
needs  in  civic  planning.  What  this  means  in  a  country  of 
such  rapid  changes  and  developments  as  ours,  must  be 
evident  to  all  thinking  people. 

We,  who  in  our  own  life-time  have  seen  such  cities  as 
Chicago,  Omaha,  San  Francisco,  Seattle  and  many  others, 
spring  from  small  cities  to  their  present  size,  cannot  fail  to 
view  with  grave  concern,  the  possibilities  of  a  future  which 
ushers  in  such  manifold  factors  tending  towards  concentra- 
tion and  intense  life  as  this,  our  immediate  electro-aerial 
future.  Surely,  if  the  old  street  systems,  walls  and  artificial 
boundaries  established  in  medieval  days  still  so  powerfully 
affect  the  Europe  of  to-day,  we  may  expect  the  planning  of 
our  vastly  more  complex  cities  of  to-day  to  exert  its  good 
or  evil  over  the  future  world  even  more  than  does  that  of 
the  past. 

True  city  planning  looks  so  far  to  the  future  that  it  has 
been  well  said,  "The  need  of  one-third  of  it  can  be  seen; 
one-third  can  be  partially  understood;  and  one-third  is  so 
remotely  distant  as  to  seem  unnecessary  and  even  foolish 
to  the  average  person."  It  is  just  this  intangible  and  re- 
mote realm  which  causes  sometimes  a  lack  of  appreciation 
of  the  needs  of  city  planning  and  makes  the  accomplish- 
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merits  of  a  planning  commission  seem  so  insignificant  in 
spite  of  much  work  which  it  may  have  done.  But  it  was 
the  lack  of  just  such  appreciation  which  prevented  London 
from  following  the  splendid  plans  laid  down  by  Sir  Francis 
Wrenn  for  its  rebuilding  after  the  great  fire.  And  London 
has  never  ceased  to  regret  its  lost  opportunity. 

We  have  thus  very  briefly  reviewed  the  history  of  city 
planning  in  general,  in  the  belief  that  you  could  best  appre- 
ciate the  work  of  your  commission  in  the  light  of  the  past 
and  that  it  would  impress  you  with  its  importance  and  the 
necessity  for  carefully  weighing  all  actions  which  may 
serve  as  a  precedent. 

We  will  now  briefly  sketch  our  work  of  the  past  year. 
Manifestly  it  has  been  largely  one  of  making  a  beginning, 
and  of  determining  our  bearings. 

Indeed  the  wisdom  of  moving  slowly  in  these  matters  is 
more  than  ever  apparent  to  us.  Despite  all  the  plans  and 
battles  of  her  citizens,  Rome  grew  slowly  day  by  day  to  an 
enduring  permanence  far  beyond  that  of  her  more  rapidly 
growing  rivals.  So  too,  we  cannot  remould  our  city  in  a 
moment.  To  do  so  would  prove  destructively  revolution- 
ary. It  must  be  done  gradually  with  as  little  hardship  as 
is  consistent  with  progress.  Moreover  our  rapidly  chang- 
ing conditions  make  it  imperative  that  our  plans  for  the 
future  be  fully  studied  and  somewhat  elastic. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  this  Commission  to  lay  down  at 
this  time,  a  complete  and  comprehensive  plan  for  Harris- 
burg  for  the  next  hundred  years.  Rather  it  is  our  hope  to 
so  collect  all  thought  and  information  bearing  upon  our 
city's  needs,  that  when  the  time  does  arrive  to  prepare 
such  a  plan,  our  citizens  will  then  be  so  acquainted  with 
the  problem  that  they,  together  with  our  experts,  may  so 
plan  our  city  as  to  make  it  truly  interpret  our  people  and 
their  civic  life. 

We  must  move  forward  slowly  and  we  will  feel  justified 
in  expending  such  time  and  thought  as  may  be  necessary 
to  assure  this,  however  remote  or  intangible  the  object  may 
seem.  " 
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The  history  of  this  Commission  begins  with  April  22, 
1914.  One  that  date  our  members  met  in  the  offices  of  the 
Department  of  Parks  and  Public  Property  for  organiza- 
tion, and  the  election  of  officers.  This  was  very  readily 
affected  by  the  unanimous  election  of  E'dwin  S.  Herman 
as  President,  and  Benjamin  F.  Umberger  as  Secretary.  The 
provisions  of  the  act  under  which  we  operate  were  read, 
and  discussed  and  plans  laid  for  actively  beginning  the 
work  of  city  planning.  Our  jurisdiction  under  the  act  in 
question  extends  some  distance  into  the  counties  of  Cum- 
berland and  Perry,  and  it  is  the  full  intention  of  this  Com- 
mission to  include  all  this  territory  in  its  plans.  For  the 
present,  however,  attention  will  be  given  mainly  to  that 
portion  of  it  lying  east  of  the  Susquehanna  River. 

It  was  realized  before  our  first  meeting  that  our  powers 
to  accomplish  anything  would  be  quite  limited,  unless  an 
appropriation  was  provided,  the  Commission  being  without 
any  funds  at  the  time  of  its  organization.  After  some 
study  given  to  preliminary  plans  for  the  future  and  the 
working  out  of  an  estimated  schedule  of  expenses  for  the 
coming  year,  we  addressed  to  your  body  a  letter  setting 
forth  the  needs  of  our  Commission,  and  the  necessity  for 
obtaining  funds  if  we  were  to  be  more  than  a  mere  paper 
Commission,  which  was  a  position  none  of  us  were  willing 
to  take.  After  several  conferences,  you  provided  $1,842.60 
for  our  use  for  the  following  nine  months.  This,  while  not 
sufficient  to  permit  beginning  our  work  with  the  organiza- 
tion which  we  would  have  desired,  was  nevertheless  enough 
to  permit  a  very  satisfactory  start.  It  showed,  moreover, 
that  Councils  understood  our  position  and  needs,  and 
evidenced  their  sympathy  with  the  Avork  of  city  planning. 
We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of  this,  and  of  the 
generally  kindly  relations  existing  between  us  which  have 
been  in  contrast  to  that  in  certain  other  sister  cities. 

It  was  early  recognized  that  the  first  need  of  the  Com- 
mission was  the  selection  of  a  capable  landscape  designer 
to  act  as  a  technically  trained  advisor.  It  was  felt  both 
because  of  his  abilit}^  and  his  national  standing,  and  be- 
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cause  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Harrisburg 
conditions,  due  to  his  long  connection  with  the  Harrisburg 
Park  Commission,  that  Mr.  Warren  H.  Manning  of  Boston 
was  the  logical  man  for  the  position.  This  was  especially 
desirable,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Manning  was  even  then  the 
advisor  of  the  Park  Department.  After  several  conferences 
with  Mr.  Manning,  an  agreement  was  reached  whereby  he 
is  to  serve  as  the  advisor  to  both  the  Department  and  this 
Commission,  for  a  retainer  of  $1,000  for  the  first  year,  and 
expenses,  to  be  paid  $400  by  the  Department,  and  $600  by 
the  Commission. 

It  was  equally  evident  that  the  services  of  an  engineer 
would  be  required.  Arrangements  therefore  were  made 
with  the  Department  of  Parks  and  Public  Property,  where- 
by in  exchange  for  assistance  to  be  given  that  Department, 
this  Commission  would  receive  the  services  of  the  Depart- 
ment's engineer,  Mr.  J.  R.  Hoffert,  at  such  times  as  needed. 

We  feel  that  these  arrangements  have  been  very  satis- 
factory, in  view  of  the  limited  finances  placed  at  our  dis- 
posal, and  which  precluded  the  employment  of  a  special 
organization  of  our  own,  and  the  rapid  carrying  forward  of 
the  work  as  we  would  have  preferred. 

With  this  organization  completed,  it  was  possible  to  be- 
gin actual  work  and  regular  meetings  were,  therefore,  ar- 
ranged for  the  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month, 
frequent  special  meetings  provided  for  and  held ;  rules  of 
procedure  drawn  up,  and  plans  laid. 

Covmcils  had  in  a  measure,  and  quite  logically,  attached 
our  Commission  to  the  Department  of  Parks  and  Public 
Property,  and  we  therefore  made  the  offices  of  this  De- 
partment our  headquarters  for  several  months.  These 
oflfices  were,  however,  already  overcrowded,  and  accord- 
ingly in  November  we  rented  another  room  en-suite  with 
those  of  the  Department. 

Arrangements  were  then  made  whereby  the  entire  suite 
would  be  used  in  common.  This  has  resulted  in  both  the 
Department  and  this  Commission  having  well  arranged 
and  very  satisfactory  office  accommodations  at     a  very 
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reasonable  expenditure,  and  greatly  assists  those  activities 
such  as  engineering,  in  \vhich  these  two  bodies  have  so 
much  in  common. 

A  large  flat  topped  desk  for  Commission  meetings ;  a 
large  map  hie  and  a  combined  map,  letter  and  card  file  were 
purchased,  together  with  a  drawing  board  and  some  much 
needed  engineering"  equipment  and  supplies,  and  a  small 
beginning  made  toward  a  reference  library.  AH  this  equip- 
ment w-as  carefully  selected  with  a  view  to  its  fitness  to  the 
future  needs  of  the  Commission,  and  we  feel  that  a  sub- 
stantial foimdation  has  been  laid  for  our  office  require- 
ments. 

Of  course  a  general  plan  is  necessary  for  all  work  and 
it  was  very  clear  that  intelligent  cit)'-  planning  would  be 
impossible  without  plans  and  maps  showing  the  present 
conditions  of  Harrisburg  and  its  surroundings.  There  is 
in  existence  no  single  map  which  shows  with  any  great 
detail  or  accuracy  our  jurisdiction.  There  were,  of  course, 
numerous  maps  of  the  city  and  large  numbers  of  small 
local  plans  in  the  County  Recorder's  office.  A  vast  amount 
of  data  of  one  sort  or  another  was  also  scattered  through 
the  various  city  and  county  offices,  in  the  offices  of  firms 
and  private  individuals,  and  in  many  other  places.  This 
consisted  of  private  maps  and  surveys ;  real  estate  develop- 
ment plans ;  sewer,  water,  and  light  maps,  state  maps,  old 
histories  and  a  vast  variety  of  old  blue  prints  and  other 
documents.  Ver}^  evidently  the  compilation  of  this  mass 
of  information,  some  of  it  obsolete,  much  of  it  of  value  and 
most  of  it  interesting  as  history,  would  save  much  duplica- 
tion of  past  work  and  much  wasted  time. 

A  contract  therefore  was  entered  into  with  Mr.  Clark 
Cowden,  under  which  he  agreed  to  begin  to  tabulate,  as 
far  as  possible,  this  information,  determine  its  location,  and 
where  possible,  secure  a  copy  of  it.  This  work  has  already 
been  begun,  and  will  be  paid  for  according  to  the  actual 
time  spent  in  obtaining  it.  We  feel  that  this  move  was  a 
wise  one  and  that  for  a  small  expenditure  of  money,  past 
work  costing  many  times  this  amount  will  be  rendered 
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useful  to  the  city.  Because  of  his  familiarity  with  the 
sources  of  this  information,  Mr.  Cowden  was  the  one  best 
fitted  to  undertake  this  work. 

It  was  then  necessary  to  provide  some  base  map  upon 
which  to  place  this  information  when  gathered,  and  which 
could  be  used  for  the  present  to  study  the  large  features 
of  our  jurisdiction,  and  to  serve  as  a  general  map  while  a 
l)etter  one  was  being  constructed.  After  some  study,  it 
was  decided  that  the  Government  quadrangles  were  the 
best  maps  availal)le  at  this  time,  and  that  they  could  be 
photographicallv  enlarged  to  a  proper  size.  The  plan  now 
is  to  photographically  enlarge  these  map  sections  to  a 
scale  ten  times  as  large  as  the  original.  These  enlargements 
will  then  consist  of  a  series  of  cards  each  10"  x  10"  which, 
when  placed  side  by  side,  will  make  one  large  map  showing 
to  a  scale  of  approximately  500'  =  1",  the  entire  jurisdiction 
of  this  Commission.  Each  sheet  will  represent  one  square 
mile  of  territory.  The  study  incident  to  the  making  of 
this  map  has  been  begun  and  this  preliminary  key  map 
will  serve  as  a  useful  base  upon  which  any  City  Depart- 
ment can  plat  data  as  it  is  gathered. 

The  Commission  had  not  been  in  office  long  before  it 
received  requests  to  pass  upon  various  plans  for  real  estate 
developments.  According  to  the  law,  no  such  plan  could 
be  recorded  until  C)fficially  approved  bv  this  Commission. 
While  it  would  be  highly  desirable  to  have  a  well  studied 
plan  of  the  main  streets  for  the  whole  district  before  pass- 
ing" upon  any  local  street  plan,  yet  it  was  impossible  to  de- 
lay the  filing  of  lot  layouts  until  such  a  plan  could  be  pre- 
pared. The  Commission  accordingly  took  the  position  that 
though  it  much  desired  such  a  plan,  and  its  present  decision 
might  not  be  in  entire  conformity  with  the  future  plans, 
yet  present  needs  required  immediate  action  upon  these 
plans.  Therefore  on  July  22nd,  after  quite  a  little  study  of 
the  plan,  the  Commission  approved  the  first  one,  a  develop- 
ment so  remote  from  the  City  as  to  lie  partly  outside  of  our 
jurisdiction.  A  total  of  six  plans  has  been  approved  after 
changes  had  been  made  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
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mendations  of  the  Commission.  In  passing  upon  these 
plans,  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  Commission  to  secure 
wider  streets  and  to  prevent  the  erection  of  dwellings  upon 
alleys.  This  has  been  accomplished  in  all  plans,  usually  by 
the  use  of  building  restrictions,  and  it  has  been  pleasant  to 
note  that  when  the  matter  was  properly  explained  to  them, 
the  real  estate  men  have  shown  a  ready  acquiescence  in 
these  requirements. 

A  consideration  of  some  of  these  plans,  as  well  as  the 
study  of  Harrisburg  and  its  environs,  and  the  growth  in 
experience  and  knowledge  by  the  Commission  soon  im- 
pressed each  member  more  and  more  with  the  needs  of 
city  planning  for  Harrisburg.  A  study  of  this  city's  growth 
revealed  most  startling  the  rapidity  with  which  seemingly 
out-lying  districts  have  become  portions  of  the  built-up 
section  and  also  showed  some  of  the  present  evils  resulting 
from  a  lack  of  foresight  in  the  past.  So  evident  was  this 
that  the  Commission  felt  one  of  the  greatest  services  it 
could  render  our  citizens  would  be  to  acquaint  them  with 
this  past  history,  believing'  that  this  information  will  en- 
able them  better  to  judge  of  present  and  future  needs. 

This  is  especially  desirable  since  it  will  be  possible  to 
gather  together  many  little  known  and  very  interesting 
facts  which  are  of  such  recent  date  as  to  be  still  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  our  older  inhabitants.  We  have  some  old 
maps  and  illustrations  and  much  surprising  history  as  will, 
when  combined  with  pictures  of  present  conditions,  greatly 
interest  most  of  our  citizens.  The  Commission  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  compilation  of  this  story  of  Harrisburg's 
growth.  This  we  hope  to  issue  for  free  distribution,  in 
the  belief  that  such  history  will  enlist  more  active  support 
toward  careful  city  planning  for  the  future  and  a  more 
thorough  appreciation  of  its  imperative  needs. 

In  our  brief  and  necessarily  limited  study  of  Harrisburg 
and  its  environs,  it  has  become  evident  what  an  important 
and  unique  position  our  city  occupies  with  regard  to  the 
State  and  Nation.  There  are  in  the  east  among  others, 
two  great  natural  thoroughfares.    One  is  the  great  line 
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leading  along  the  foot  hills  of  the  Appalachians  from  New 
England  down  to  Birmingham,  Mobile  and  the  Gulf.  The 
other  is  that  leading  from  the  Chesapeake  through  Gettys- 
burg, the  ridges  of  Pennsylvania,  and  so  on  to  the  Great 
Lakes.  Harrisburg  stands  at  the  intersection  of  these  two 
great  natural  routes.  Surrounded  by  hills  and  rolling- 
country,  with  a  water  front  of  marvelous  beauty  and  one 
but  little  disturbed  by  commerce,  due  to  a  broad  but  shallow 
river,  and  a  valley  to  the  east  which  favored  the  railroads, 
it  occupies  a  position  of  great  natural  beauty.  A  great 
center  for  railroads ;  with  very  important  manufacturing 
interests,  and  lying  in  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  sec- 
tions of  the  state,  its  development  since  1902  is  sufficient 
guarantee  that  with  a  little  foresight  expended  in  properly 
preparing  for  the  future,  it  will  develop  into  that  impor- 
tance which  its  position  commands  and  which  its  past 
history  warrants. 

Chief  among  the  early  requirements  suggested  by  the 
Commission  as  a  result  of  this  past  year's  study,  are  the 
following  improvements  to  which  this  Commission  intends 
to  devote  early  attention : 

The  completion  of  our  Parkway  System. 

The  platting  of  adequate  maps. 

The  investigation  and  protection  of  the  three  main  high- 
ways to  the  eastward ;  the  Linglestown  Road,  Jonestown 
Road  and  the  Pike  to  Lebanon. 

Relief  for  the  Market  street  subway. 

The  opening  of  a  connecting  link  from  Second  street  to 
the  Hill  across  Paxton  street,  and  the  consequent  elimina- 
tion of  one  and  probably  two  grade  crossings,  and  the  open- 
ing of  a  through  north  and  south  street  through  the  city. 

The  location  of  playground  sites,  and  the  taking  of  steps 
toward  their  purchase  and  operation. 

An  appeal  to  the  Legislature  for  power  to  establish 
building  lines  so  that  all  rebuildings  shall  conform  to  proper 
lines. 

The  location  of  areas  suitable  for  moderate  cost  houses, 
with  suitable  building  restrictions. 
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Formation  of  a  connecting  link  between  State  and  Hen- 
streets  along-  the  foot  of  the  Harrisburg  Cemetery  slope. 

The  establishment  of  a  cornice  line. 

A  consideration  of  housing  conditions. 

Restrictions  upon  pole  lines  and  street  signs. 

A  study  of  grass  plots  with  a  view  toward  their  future 
extension  and  use. 

The  collection  of  an  exhibit  and  library,  showing  the  ad- 
vantages accruing  from  city  planning  and  the  manifold 
examples  of  evil  resulting  from  lack  of  it. 

And  now  in  closing  this  brief  account  of  our  first  year's 
effort,  we  desire  to  again  thank  you  for  the  interest  mani- 
fested and  to  lU'ge  that  you  provide  us  with  the  means 
whereby  this  important  work  may  be  properly  advanced. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

•  Harrisburg  City  Plaxni.n-g  Commission. 

Edwin  S.  Herman, 

President. 
Francis  J.  Hall, 
George  W.  Reily, 
George  A.  Shreiner, 
Benjamin  F.  Umrerger. 


The  City  Planning  Commission 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

From  April  6,  1914  to  December  31,  1914. 
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CITY  PLANNING  COMMISSION. 

RECEIPTS. 


Office  rent,    $150  00 

Office  expenses,    300  00 

Cost  of  Engineering  equipment,     150  00 

Warren  H.  Manning,  Architect,    300  00 

Cost  of  drafting  Manning's  Plans,    400  OO 

Salary  of  Assistant  Engineer,    450  00 

Contingent  expenses,    92  60 


$1,842  60 


EXPENDITURES  ACCORDING  TO  APPROPRIATION. 

Office  rent,    $113  00 

Office  expenses,      299  35 

Cost  of  Engineering  equipment,    150  00 

Warren  H.  Manning,  Architect,      300  00 

Cost  of  drafting  Manning's  Plans,    112  24 

Salary  of  Assistant  Engineer,    75  00 

Contingent  expenses,    92  00 


$1,141  .59 

Balance  reverting  to  City  Treasurer,    701  01 


$1,842  60 


EXPENDITURES  ACCORDING  TO  USES. 

Office  rent,    $113  00 

Office  supplies,    28  12 

Office  expenses,    --  19  80 

Office  equipment,    184  40 

Clerk  and  stenographer,    25  00 

Landscape  Architect's  fee    300  00 

Engineering  expenses,    471  27 


$1,141  59 

Balance  reverting  to  City  Treasurer,    701  01 


$1,842  60 


